LORD  GAI.WAt'g ARMY ENTRAPPED.                387
with express order, nevertheless, to retreat at the veiy first charge All which was punctually observed, and had its desired effect for the thiee legiments, at the fiist attack, gave way, and seemingly fled towards their camp, the English, after their customary manner, pursuing them with shouts and hollowings As soon as the Duke of Berwick peiceived his trap had taken, he ordered his right and left wings to close, by which means, he at once cut off from the rest of then army all those who had so eagerly pursued the imaginary runaways In short, the lout was total, and the most fatal blow that ever the English received during the whole war with Spain Nor, as it is thought, with a great probability of reason, had those tioops that made their retreat to the top of the hills, under Major-general Shnmpton, met with any bettei fate than those on the plain, had the Spaniards had any other general m the command than the Duke of Berwick; whose native sympathy gave a check to the ardour of a victorious enemy And this was the sense of the Spamaids themselves after the battle, veiifying heiein that noble maxim, that victory to geneious minds is only an inducement to modei ation
The day after this fatal battle (which gave occasion to a Spanish piece of wit, that the English general had routed the French), the Duke of Oi leans did aruve indeed m the camp, but with an aimy of only fouiteen attendants
The fatal effects of this battle weie soon made visible and to none more than those in Ahcant The enemy grew every day moie and more troublesome, visiting us in parties moie boldly than befoie , and often hovenng about us so very near, that with oui cannon we could hardly teach them to keep a propei distance Goige, the go\cinoi of Alicant, being recalled into England, Major-general Richards was by King Chailes appointed governoi in his place He was a Roman Catholic, and very much beloved by the natives on that account, though, to give him Ins due, he behaved himself extremely well in all othei i espects. It was in his time, that a design was laid of surpiising G-uardameie, a small sea-port town in Murcia but the military bishop (for he was, in a hteial sense, excellent tarn Marte, quam Mercuno)) among his many other exploits, by a timely expedition, prevented that.
Governor Richards, my post being always in the castle* had sent to desire me to give notice whenevei I saw aii&
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